PRESS RELEASE

[image: image1.jpg]



EUROPEAN ANIMATION SHOWS ITS STRENGTH 

AT CARTOON FORUM CATALUNYA
The 18th edition of this event took place from September 19-22 in Girona

Over 20 projects presented have their financing guaranteed in the short term 

The growing interest in new media platforms is changing the landscape of European animation

‘The Pearce Sisters’ by Luis Cook wins the Cartoon d’Or 2007
Brussels, September 25th, 2007. Cartoon Forum, the annual meeting point for European animation, has once again confirmed the tremendous momentum in the sector. During the three-day event, more than 800 professionals from all around Europe came together in the Catalonian city of Girona to catch a glimpse of the next generation of European animated television series. The event ran September 19-22.

Cartoon Forum’s continuing growth since its creation 18 years ago is a sign of the interest that the “Made in Europe” animation trademark generates across the world.

This year, Cartoon Forum Catalunya featured a sum of about 400 hours of content and a total budget of 216 million euros, and of the 60 animated TV series presented at the event, over 20 productions have their financing secured for the short term. 

As in previous years, the event was also an opportunity to spot the latest trends in European animation, with the prevailing trend being 2D aimed at children aged six to thirteen with an average cost per minute produced of 9,000 – 10,000 euros. 

Also worth highlighting is animation producers’ growing interest in multi-platform content, with a significant 15% of this year’s projects conceived to be reproduced on new technology formats and distributed on new platforms like IPTV or mobile telephony. This trend was confirmed by the increased presence of investors and professionals of this sector in the Auditori de Girona.

The five projects that aroused the most interest at the event were Oops – Noah is gone! (Magma Films – Ireland), Sally Bollywood (Téle Images Kids – France), How to drive everybody crazy (TeamTo S.A.S. – France), Little J (Aardman Animations – UK) and The Bunjies (Studio Film Bilder – Germany)

Looking ahead to next year, the European Association of Animation Film announced that Ludwigsburg will host the Cartoon Forum in 2008. This famous baroque city in the Land Baden-Württemberg is one of the most prosperous economic centres in southwest Germany.
Cartoon d’Or 2007 goes to the UK

British director Luis Cook was awarded the Cartoon d’Or 2007 for his first animated short The Pearce Sisters, which was selected as a finalist after it won the Jury’s Special Prize at the Cartoon d’Or partner festival Annecy 2007. Cook is a graduate of the Royal College of Art and has worked at Aardman Animations since he joined in 1994.

Since its creation in 1991, Cartoon d’Or has become one of the most important symbols of recognition in the European animation industry. The award´s prestige and financial aid has made it an important springboard for new talents in European animation. 
Catalonia takes the Tributes

The European Association of Animation Film’s Cartoon Tributes seek to honor the companies or personalities that have had a positive influence on the European animation industry. 

This year Catalonian companies Televisió de Catalunya (TVC) and Luk Internacional were awarded Best Broadcaster and Investor-Distributor of the Year respectively. Meanwhile TV Cartoons, the oldest European animation studio which was co-founded in 1957 by George Dunning and John Coates, was selected by the over 800 participants as Best Producer of the Year.

Lastly, the participants paid homage to Spanish producer Claudio Biern Boyd with a Cartoon Tribute of Honor. 

Organised by CARTOON (European Association of Animation Film) with the support of the MEDIA Programme of the European Union, the main partners of Cartoon Forum Catalunya were Generalitat de Catalunya - Institut Català de les Indústries Culturals (ICIC), Televisió de Catalunya (TVC) and Catalan Films & TV (CF&TV). The event also had the support of Instituto de la Cinematografía y de las Artes Audiovisuales (ICAA), Ajuntament de Girona, MEDIA Antena Catalunya and Universitat de Girona

For further information and press images please visit www.cartoon-media.be
Cartoon Organisation: Annick Maes

Tel.: (32) (2) 242 93 43 - annick.maes@cartoon.skynet.be

International Press: Gerardo Michelin

Tel.: (34) 630 57 22 68 – gmichelin@ya.com
