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O F.ormer TV2 buyer Lisbeth Mathiesen sets up shop to
dispense JollyCood advice to Nordic animators

O Pact opens its doors to live-action specialists and forms a
stronger kids production lobby group to tackle key issues

production,
programming & distribution

What's developing in kids production

B Y  L I A N N E  S T I W A R T

sr
+

Planet Nemo
anrmates the

u.ban preschooler
expenence in 8dli

con't make it to cortoon Forum in Denmor* this yeor? weil sit back grob o coffee ond
donish (ony flovor will do), ond toke o look ot some ol the most promising pitcha hon the
showcose lineup.

Balls big-citty backdrop speaks
to urban preschoolers worldwide
\Vith borh parents holding down full-time jobs, a high-
rise apartment to call home and the city as his own per_
sonal playground, three,year-old Bali is enjoying a decid_
edly urban upbringing thatt becoming the norm for
preschoolers around the globe. And his namesake 2_D
animated series from Paris-based PIanet Nemo Animation
explores this bustl ing, colorfulworld through the eyes of
i ts young protagonist.

In one big-city tale, Bal i  and his dad hir the gocery
store, where he watches his father f;x the shopping cart,s
wonky wheel with a screwdrive. Intrigued, Bali escapes
into his fertile imaginarion, where he saves the day for
candy-loving kids everywhere by repairing a broken
machine in a lol lypop factory Then Dad tolts Bal i  back

ro real iry rewarding him with a lol ly of his own
for being such a good and quiet boy.

The 52 x | 3-minute show is based
on a ls- l i t le book seriec by French
author Magdalena, and i t  has a bold
color palerte and drst in(trve grdphic
style. Moving away from the soft,
innocuour music thats ohen piped

into preschool programming, Bali
will feature funkier tunes by Hong

Kong pop composer Dick Lee,
which should encourage its two to six

target demo to dance along with the shou
Stalus: In production, with delivery ser
for Q4 2005. Planet Nemo and co,pro

partners Subsequence Entertainment in Montreal,
Canada and Hong Kong's Agogo International have
already secured presales with France 5, Disney Channel
France and three Canadian nets-Knowledge Network,
Radio,Canada and TVOntario. Through i ts Canadian
and French connections, Bal i  has also tapped into
f inancing from the CNC, the Shaw Rocket Fund,
Telef i lm Canada and the CTF. Jul ie Fox's Awol
Animation is currendy working towards locking in one
or two more broadcasters to rop up the shows US$5.2_
mil l ion budget.

tumble let delivers in-flisht entertainment
for the next generation oJ world travellers
Vhat air l ine do animals use ro rravel the worldl That
would be JunrDle J. ls f leer of pastel-colored planes.
around which Londont Lupus Fi lms has a created a

"UpNert" contjnued on poge 40

./umrle ./et takes to the skies
to show loddlers fie norld
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lisbeth's Ieap is folly
Good news for Scandi toons

hen industry execs turn to the global market for fresh animation produqt, Scandinav a
is almost never considered as a go-to territory But exry2 kds programmer Lisbeth
lvlath esen plans to build up exposure for Nord c proiects and creattves wth her new

one-womdn outft, Jolly Cood ComDanv.
She says there are actually a lot of strong ideas coming out of countr es such as Denrnark dnd

Noruvay. But lack of public funding and nternationdl business acumen, coupled with the fact that
Scandinavian kidcasters offer low presale dollars, often d scourages animators n the reg on frorn
pushrng the r concepts through to the greenlight stage. J\,4athiesen says TV2,s dverage presale
price for a half hour of animation s US$2,000, which is a mere drop in the bucket for a prodLrcer
airning to secure the 300/0 needed to send a new show into development. Countries n the region
have srnall popu ations (for example, Denmark's is only five rfillion), so ad revenue that cou d he p
bunp up pte:ale dollar..rnply doe'n r errsr

Civen th s gltch, Math esen plans to lean heavily on her I O years of experience in the kids TV
b z and introduce Nordic studios to co production opportunities, d stribution partners and non,
domestic broadcasters looking to pre-buy content. She'll also guide creatve and design efforts on
prolects that need it, as well as us ng her reputation for slngling out high-potential pitches to help
move her clients' properties onto the internationa playing field.

Mathresen a so hopes to build strateg c all iances with fellow freelance consu tants around the
world, and she expects there are ways to work together to generate wider supporr ror new prol
ects. "l would init ially be looking to bring the Scandinavians into the world, bLrt I also wouldn't
m nd bringing the world to Scandindva," she says.

t s been just one month since Jolly Cood opened for business, and i\,4athiesen has dlready
lD'd severa homegrown projects she'd like to add to her catalogue. Her fjrst project will be a
show she started working on aIfV2 Ugly Duckting ond Me lrcrn Denmark's A Firn, reland's
MaSma Films and France's Futurikon. The show is ramping up for delivery at the end of the yeal
and Mathiesen is overseeing its production on behalf of the Danish pubnet. LS
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'Upl,le'.,{ 
contintd lrun poge j5

::J.,:-"?":::.""0 
series designed to teach preschooters about rhe virtues of visitins

Each episode centers around a different passenger, following their journey from check_in to disembarkation, and learning about their f,."1 a.","",,J, 
-ii..'r-ff, 

live_action cut-aways. ln one segment, Mr Koala boards the plane and settles ," f.. iii"" "***. n,*n,to Mexico to attend his best friend,s birthday party. ef,.. fr. ..qr..,rl 
,eucalyptus 

mealfrom Fifi the flight attendant, the scene shift. to.hot. of M.*L"rli,fj*rr *-00,"* o*.-ents and playing with a pi6ata as they ger set for the fiesta. BaJin-,i" p-1"i., u rni*_up ptuy.out when Fifi accidenta y brings Mr. Koala rhe nice juicy i;;;;;J;;"r,o detiver toMr Dog, who doesn,t know what to make of the pile of fraga"il."r..'.,,i"" "" lo 0f",.After a few seconds of head-scratching, th. L*rufh. t prr-.'igf.,trv,J" .*01".""f ._,r.f,,and the joumey continues.
Slafus: The 52 x t 3-minute show is budseted at US$6.5 million, and HIT Entertainment (theproject's-sponsor at Canoon Forum) is laying the groundwork ;;";.i; i.'u "o_p-au.,ionpartner.l-lpus will be looking for presales in F.n..-una C.rrn"nv, "-Jf ".,"*,rn" U S. *osuch as PBS and Discovery Kids, and the ptan is to deriver the series in rate 2007.

Euro comic book adists pool talenE lor Jafeilo use Hotel
Vhen Sally and Simon! parents inherit a sleepy seaside hotel from a distant relative.they're totally unaware that it,s listed as a s"f. lour. on ,t.*.Lri,.il. Si,i n*",,.a. O*

it doesn't take long for rhe siblings to
cotton on to the strange and secret
lives ol some o[ the residents. Fc,r
example, it's hard to miss the daily
attempts made by two elderly guests
(ancl sworn enemies) to liquidate each
other using homemade weapons Iike
combustible sl ippers and lalse teetlr
imbedded with explosives.

Although they try ro,emain a5
neutral as Sweden, Simon and Sally
rourinely get sucked into any number
of the many espionage missions being
carried out right under the noses or
their oblivious parents.

In development at Calon (the new
studio recently set up in Cardiff by ex_
Siriol Productions managing director
Robin Lyons), SaJchorse Hotel is the
brainchild of two comic book artists_
Calon's own in-house wri terli llustrator
Mike Collins and Spain,s Jose Luis

be rendered in Frash for us$+ mirrion, ".0 n,. ",."0 iff.l;T:,"rfll.Tiiir"J,]jilll-"'Status: calon is looking for co-pro partners in France and Canada to get the show onto smallscreens by 2007.

Ihe.EBU hefps spread roob for tree-dwelling Kunpiu
On the heels of revamping its investment infrastructui and eipanding its content-hunting
.o_T:.*"^ 

beyond,kids six to t2, the European Broadcasti"*'U",".-,.-f,ni,"g Forum ,05
with a new preschool conceDt in tow. Originally develJped by B"igi.,.. C..utir,.Conspiracy, Tbe Klunpics is about a community of tiny creatures who rive in an enonnous
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Pipple Tree. The series'gentle story l ines

revolve around four kids who are always first

on the scene to solve the problems that crop

up in their woodland 'hood.

In one ep, El la Klump bui lds a l i fel ike

papier-mach€ pipple (the revered fruit of the

Kfumpies' arboreal abode) to jazz up her

poetry reading at the Creat Pipple Festival. But

a gang of hungry kids who mistake it for the

real thing puncture its balloon center with a

fork, and the resulting whoosh of air blows

them into the middle of the festival. To teach

them not to be so gr€edy, the townsfolk make

the kids buy a real pipple and stand holding it

for the duration of Ellas lengthy reading.

Belgian broadcasrer VRT brought the series

to the EBUI attention two years ago, and srnce

then, the org has invested through its TV

Development Fund and recruited France's La

Compagnie des Gxi-Brousse as a co-pro part-

ner. Bob $e Bli/ler scribes Chris Tiendgrove,

lhe EBU'5 n€!€st copro atfad
a gob dE Euiuet wfrngtturll,|,rale

Diane Redmond and Jimmy Hibbert are on-

board as scriptwriters, and Guionne Leroy (Toy Slory) is handling animation design.
Status: Development wrapped in May, and a pilot for the 52 x seven-minute CCI series is in

the can. T}r Klanries will be produced in HD for delivery in 2008, and the EBU is helping

the producers generate presales for the US$6-million project in Europe.

BRB fuses Hindu setting with manga action and style
ln Khrdayana, a new action-adventure co-pro between Spain's BRB Productions and L.A.-

based Al Ovadia and Associates, all hope to save the mystical land of Magesh rests on the

motorcycle racing skills of three teenagers. An evil despot has usurped the rightful ruler of

the kingdom and now controls a set of magical runes that are the keys to power in Magesh.

But he foolishly scatters the runes in hiding places all across the land and challenges all those

aspiring to a higher political or social status to root them out in an epic motorcycle race he's

sure no one but himself can win. Enter Khuda, Sita and Chek, the latest progeny in a long

llne of skilled bikers, who have trained all their lives to compete in such a quest.

Status: This toon-shaded CCI series should speak to boys six to I I when it wraps in Q1
2007. T;o full seasons of 26 x half hours are planned for US$195,000 an ep, and the part-

ners are looking for presales to top up at this point. E


