
CARTOON FORUM 2OO5

Brinsfi€Hffi
Perhaps as a result of shrinking animation and drama budgets in Britain' UK toons

are dominating the cartoon roium in Denmark this year' cgi is leading the pack on

tne production front while themes include space discovery' education and ecology'

,ules Grant looks at what's hot this year'

{rheDanishseasidetownofKo|dinSishosttosubsidiesandtaxbreakscunent|yavailableincome
I it "-io,ft cartoon Forum tnis mo"nttt, *ttittt countries' John Eastaff' dkector of marketing and

I il.;; i"i.r, ii 
-1""..,"," 

ii rgio, r,u. brand devetopmenr, says: "France and canada are

,; ;;;;;";, !,odu..rs, aisttilutors ana very likely outes Jol ug as there is so much more

investo6 llock to far-flung fu,op""n a"ttinutiont finance available in these countries than in the UKI

t"ri-ftt"" i"Vt "f i",ensiv+itching with the aim of Robin Lyont md of Welsh toon house calon'

*"*i"g- i"iJ 
-pioi"a, 

tinun."i, ;P;;;iv ; agrees-- The -I'rm 
is launching sofehouse Hotel

coproduction. liotrol "t the Jorum' a Flash animation action

This year, 69 EutoPean TV series will be iomedy targeted at six- to eight-year-olds' lt is

pr"rin,JJ"i,i. forum'on.September 22,23 and being described as a cross between FowW Towers

24, represennng a ro.r ur +zz ;:, , .,- -^, ,-:^*^^,^- 
and The Prisonet' "France and

hours ol progtamming for an 1tl fntkatttttorisbeginning canada ale traditional coPlo

overall budlet-ofezssm.. ,. batrdctCitymoneybllowing :i'lffit:Jr1lt"#t:1i:
TheY come from a core base ot

,u'irl"ii* (r* ;;it, but as changes tc the Erms of trdde ifl we'll also be lookins to

there are collaborations between the UK. There are a few investc6 *;:tilir tli"TT"irifT;",
produces and studios in. other 

cut there that can risk f2m or on the financing front: 'Many
countries, such as Luxembour& \

il;,6;;;, estonia, polani, E3monaprojectanditwon't i;i.ff:11',.,t5ir3;Tr-';;the czech Republic' Hun8ary and 
rflect them too much. The benefit ;se"�;h".m 

'"!ain 
on." tt {

The Nethedandt the number of (

countries ParticiPating Soes uP of that risk is that the project may have gone into Production'

to 24. tum out ro be the noc :lHJ:": ;�jt ;t" 
"":::t;:

corinne Jenart, Seneral 
'

m#e";ir iuiooi, o&.,iu"t TetetLtbbiesot Bob the Buitder:' broadcasters to eet into

the Forum as mo]e oI a ,ohn E.ff, Dra.t EnE]t'|nn.nt Ploduction," he says.

coproduction market than " 
'-' 

But how much are the

iJ'"li;i".rr o.a"cer is obliged broadcasters PrePared to Put

;;'il;;..;.op,oa"ltio" before entering in? This varies. enormously," says Eastaff, "but on

;;";d;;";;, while acknowledging that it is averagc . 
you'd, be looking at 3o-350b on a

"r.rii i.i*t'ur" i; fund kids series'w'rihout co- commission and lo-lsqb on a presalel

finance these daP.
nn int"tettini point to note is that Danish wHATli HOf

proiects have the hithest p",-tinui" co't, "t Britain is leading the race at this yea/s Forum' with

iii,eoo, tono*"a by iermany 1er t,ooo), ttt" ur the most entries on the slate (see Figl)'

Ato,"iill"rv i.t"t'*l "na rian.. iig,i'6o)' lfr1 vear the uK is the big leader' with le

The UKs TarSet Entertainment, which repiesents Projects' rePresenting 28ctb- of the entriet".sals

r"iii i'r'"prnii3 iif ora tn. iiolvtr}hott, it ienirt' "there's a bi8 gaP between. this and the

attending the forum this y""r, on th" hunt for a second biSSest Playet' SPain' which has nine

;;";;;l ilF ;.perty with intenational legs as Pr9jeg this- vear' followed closelv bv Germanv'

well as coproduction Pattners *"i"m"J tt'ttt" irelind and rrincel e
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Rfich ofung Aa[ b almed at the fou]+s€l€n aee Sroup

UK hot tickets include Lupus filml Pinky ond

Ferty (52x1t ), the classic | 9@s children's W show

that is set for a cgi makeover. lt will skew slightly

ofder than Planet Nemo's original Boli (52x15), a

2D animated copro for four to seven-yeal-olds that

is flying the flag for France.
Hop & Cotonity (52xll) is a new preschool

property from SPain's lcon Animation based on

irot the puppy and calamity the fairy while

Dublin's Monstet Animation, creator ot the diSitally

remastered Rooborb ond custord loo, will be

highfighting Fluffy Gordens (52x5), a Pres€hool
sties that in each episode introduces children to a

new animal that lives in the Sarden and tells a story

about them.
In terms of target audience, preschool and

proiects for six to 125 are almost on lwel pegging

this year, representing 28 and 29 toons resPectively.
"This is the first year we have seen so many

prexhool prcjects: 4ogb of the total,' sal6 Jenart

The maiodty ol W Plogrammes are still targeted at

children, with feature films more trequently
addressing teens and family audiencesl

As it becomes more prolific in cinema, cgil3D
proiects are dominating things on the Ploduction
iront this year, with 28 Proiects employing the

technique (see Fig 2). six of these come flom the

UK, with spain tollowinS closely with five,

representing 55ob ol total SPanish Projects'
Barcelona's Lion Toons is sholvcasing lts six to

los tarSeted Plojecl Cosme lrte Istonout this year.

Sales exec JoEe Patino says: "The big challenge is
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to make attractive proPerties and stories with lol,\'
budgete that is why Cel action, Flash, Concerto and

other animation soltwale is being so used, and it

will increase until 3D costs fall even more. lt is also
easier for mobile and intelnet btoadcast, something
which is also in demand right nowl Else /here, 2D

accounts fot 25 Proiects, whereas a mixed 2Dl3D
technique is accounting for | | Ptoiects'

German/s EM Entertainment is attending the
Iorum to look lor intemational coPro Partnets for its

torthcoming WerflrtrJ,ol WoteL1. Zigby. Based on the
English book by Brian Panerson, the 3D show is

about a little zebra. An8elika Stebbingl head of

content and acquisitions at EM Entertainment, sa)'s
that with UK and Us writers on board, the firm has
high hopes of a big international producion of the
prolect, which is in early develoPment

'Lots of broadcasters are seeking JaPanese anime
projects with Euro content but with the JaPanese

look maintained," she says. "l'm also noticing Sreat
potential in China, a country we'd like to wo* with

more as they have lots of technical knowledgel
Humans lead the character trends this year (see

Fig 3) and, not surPrisingly, animals come next. Ten
projects this year have an animal hero alone,
whereas a further eiSht include bands of animal

lriends. Magic and the suPernatural is also a
popular theme, with entries including ghoss, elves'
mons'ters and vamDires There are also seven alien-

based projecls or toons including characters {rom

other planets Jenaft says; "Subiect mattel is varied

this year, ranging lrom space discovery to e



CARTOON FORUM 2OO5

ecology to emotions to education. Every year there
are always some madcap entrants, l ike a band of
sperms this year (A Spems Life):'

The Cartoon d'Or is a key aftraction each yeat
where the winning animated fi lm gets to bag the
top prize of €15,000. This year five projects that
have won prizes at partner festivals such as Annecy
have been short-listed. fhey arc City Potodise
(2D/3D/live action) by French fi lmmaker Caelle
Denis; Jo Jo in the Stots (computer animated) by
British filmmaker Marc Craste; t,ttle Things (2D) 6y
the UK's Daniel cteaues; Flotl ife (Cel) from
BelSium's Jonas Ceirnaert; and Cerman entrant
Folling (3D).Ihe jury is made up of three well
known fi lmmakersi Aardman Animation's Peter
Lord, Denmark's Karsten Kil lerich from A.Film and
France's Phifippe Leclerc, director of Les Enfonts de

As a result of the Forum last yeal 200 series were
co financed, to the tune of €l bn. Cartoon's Jenart is
hoping that this year's Kolding rendez-vous wil l
build on this. And with the rare exception of
projects like The See Show tom the UK, which has
been fully funded by the BBC, the increasing move
towards coproduction seems certain.

Eastaff notes the rare exception: "The kids sector
is beginninS to attract City money following
changes to the terms of trade in the UK. There are a
few investors out there that can risk €2m or €3m on
a project and it won't affect them too much. The
benefit of that risk is that the pfoject may turn out
to be the next Teletubbies o, gob the Buildet. Fol
projects l ike these, the return on investment is
massivel'

Whether the Pact model wil l be taken up outside
the uK remains to be seen, but it is understood
that so far, Cermany and Canada are hoping to
emulate rt.

The location for next year's Forum will
near Biarritz in France.
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FIG '.

q)UNTRIES/PROJECTS PARTICIPATING IN
CARTOON FORUM 2OO5

COUNTRIES No.OFPROJECTS yo

r 9 24.3
9  13 .4
7 lo.5
6 8.9
6 8.9
4 6.0
3 4.5
3 4.5
2 3.O
z 5.u
I  t . 5
I  t . 5
I  r . 5
I  r . 5
t  1 . 5
|  1 . 5

No. OF PROJECTS

2A
23

4
I
I

FIG 3.

€]TARACTER TRENDS

TYPEOFCHARACTER No. OF PROJECTS
Humans
Animal hero alone
Band of animal's friends
Aliens
Magic and supernatural
Wthout category
(Jesus, a band of spermatozoa friends,
a band of bubblegum lriends)
Plants

United Kingdom
Spain
Germany
France
lreland
Italy
Denmark
Sweden
lceland
Belgium
Norway
Slovenia
Finland
Austria
Latvia
Bulgaria

FIG 2.

PRODUCTION TRENDS

TECHNIQUE

cGl
2D
2D/3D
Flash
Puppet/clay
Real acto6

33
l o
TJ

7

3

be Pau,
I

Cosme the Astronaut from Lionloons
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Rocket Rodents (26x30)

Randolph: A Rhino ficr the Zst
C-enturv
HonevC6mb Animation
Produced and ditected by UK Prodco Honeycomb's

sara Bor and Simon Bot, Rondolph centres on an

Aftican thino who happens to be an internet

shopoholic. He surfs the web for Sadgets and receives

them on the Aftican Plains in a variety of unusual

wavs, such as canon, Pony exPress and Parachute
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Breakthrough Animation
-,J"a ly si6u"n schnier, the show leatures six inmates, aka The Dirty Half-Dozen' who are en route to

un ot-r^,oitd penal colony when they accidentally 'acquire' a starshiP that none of them can lly From the

same prodco behind Atomic Betty, the Ptoject is now in development with YTV canada'
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Z-ForceQ6v22)
Earthworl€ Enbrtainment
this US$m 2D/c8i show is an action seies

for bovs in which viewes are encourated to
role-play along with whichever- of. the 12

Chinese zodiac-based characters in the

show conesponds to the year of their

birth. some 40 episodes are planned by

LA start-uP Eafthworks.

Wlesrrwizade6rds)
nEEEbeOom Pmauctions/
Fesfrloonbfilm
Having produced factual and arts Programmes
since 

-tgae, 
UK indie Fi6t Freedom Productions

has Dartnered with Estonian Prodco Eesti

toonisfilm to devetop its first animated Production'
The series has been created by US w ter Joe Raff'

and centres on a Gandalf-style wizard who keePs

all the weather in his Gladstone bag' Talks are

underway with BBC Worldwide and DIC

Entertainment.

Pinkv and PerlrY (52ttl)

F'iffitJHr*"comParry
tiJ-t;* t';- to I t-vear-olis weaned on Fop

iiti-""a- 
'i." 

Acodemy ate the target demo for

lir"* ilrtt; "po"ttd remake ol the singing PiSlet

l'ri"""'ii,rtl tot, Pinkv and Perkv' scripts lor

l#t""*- t",i"t have been written by Bafta-

*i""1"*' 
- 

of"n Gilbey (Deod Ringers'

iir.ri*ati, with Producer camilla Deakin

;i.Ji;l;;';h"1, ti "oic*" ond Dom in Do

Bu ngolow meets SPon I e6o D'

sMand(26x5o)
Mdthod Films/Frane2
rt i, usEg.u m futuristic cti series hails lrom France's M€thod Films and lollows a young girl with

supe, powers who fights-villains in a floating world set in 2454. Btoadcasters signed up so far

inilude france z, try Ni.k"lodeon channels in the US, Latin Amedca and Europe, Teletoon Canada

and ABC Australia. lt will be delivered in January

Oliver Fan Pot 03x26)
Funkhauser Films
Aimed at the '1-12 yearold demographic and familiet this cgi extlavaganza hails from - DenmarKs

Funkhauser Films tt'i a swords 'n' sandals saga about two girls whose identities tet mixed up after a

tyrant takes ovel the throne. Denmarks Radio is already onboard.
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rli:"L,:-'t:l:
R^h the Builder' Macklnnon I :o'

hi""ltr;t i[:l*'l i3 [:]r:::"*:H:'l[:.3["tr,r'r:.,.;*t""t;3;.orot"';',.i'' j3o,l,l"ti
Kayenta Productions'
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Little Einsteins
Curious/Eluena Msta
Set to launch on Playhouse Disney in the uK on
october 3, new interactive preschool toon lr'ttle
Ehstelns uses a combination of 2D animated
characters and photo-real environments. Produced
bv curious Pictures of New York and exec
produced by Eric Weiner (Dorc the ExPlorcr), it is
aimed at two- to five-vear-olds.
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Hop&C-alamrw(5ad)
lconAnimation
A new 3D preschool Property ftom SPain's lcon
Animation was unveiled at Cartoon Forum in
Denmark in september. lt follows an ultra-haPPy
Dalmatian pup whose tail wagging and general

hyperactivity set him and his fairy sidekick,

/ calamity, on a collision course with a canine witch
I who can't bear to see people having fun.

U#i}**ffi#ffi *;";O*;r1t'*:"Hrrr"ti:ti::"3'l:Tf 
*ruffi\

H,h1flePl.t?9#?;Lu,Mo$eFtftttill
I#;;;: o-..;;;;'"' i: " 91"-"1 i:L: :' e.-- '^'), from
influenced toon, My Litt 'e rox (zo^rv..- 

^^ ,rnrruelrcEu 
tt  an angel

Korean toon house seoul [l9Yf' "?:t-^-^^

ffil,.tdil ffi "; a fox Calirornia-based
:::lilft;#;;J;"op'o Punn"' as it is with

s€oal'Movigs
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4 /e)


